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Minutes of Meeting of Longford County Council
held via Microsoft Teams on
Wednesday, 14 September 2022 at 3pm

____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:			Councillor Turlough Mc Govern, Cathaoirleach


MEMBERS PRESENT:	Councillors –John Browne, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, Colin Dalton, Mark Casey, Gerry Hagan, Martin Monaghan, Paul Ross, Pat O’Toole, Colm Murray, Garry Murtagh, Peggy Nolan, Gerard Farrell, Uruemu Adejinmi and Paraic Brady 
    			
                                                           
IN ATTENDANCE:             	Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive
				Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services
				Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services
				Ms. Samantha Healy, Director of Services
				Ms. Fema Farrell, A/ Head of Finance/Director of Services
	
APOLOGIES:	            Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance/Director of Services
				Councillors PJ Reilly and Gerry Warnock
MEETINGS 
ADMINISTRATOR:	Ann Marie Mc Keon



Best Wishes

Cathaoirleach Councillor Turlough McGovern and the elected members wished Councillor PJ Reilly a speedy recovery.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

On the proposal of Councillor John Browne seconded by Councillor Pat O’Toole the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 13 July 2022, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor John Browne seconded by Councillor Pat O’Toole the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 29 June 2022, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES

None.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS

None.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE REPORT

Noted.  


MINUTES OF CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MEETING HELD ON THE 8 JUNE 2022 - CIRCULATED

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on the 8 June 2022, as circulated, were noted. 

COMMUNITY, CORPORATE AND ENTERPRISE
       
MINUTES OF MEETING OF PLACEMAKING STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON THE 4 APRIL 2022 - AS CIRCULATED

The adopted Minutes of Placemaking Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 4 April 2022, as circulated, were noted.

[bookmark: _Hlk109816970]ITEM REFERRED FROM THE PLACEMAKING STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 	ON THE 18 JULY 2022 – APPROVAL TO PURSUE FUNDING FOR THE LONGFORD COUNTY SQUIRREL TRAIL PROJECT

On the proposal of Councillor Paul Ross, seconded by Councillor Colm Murray the members unanimously approved the proposal to pursue funding for the Longford County Squirrel Trail Project as outlined by Director of Services, Barbara Heslin.

Councillor Peggy Nolan requested an inventory of Artwork in the ownership of Longford County Council and that this be available for the next Council Meeting.

CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENT TO LONGFORD COUNTY COUNCIL 
STANDING ORDERS FOR COMMENCEMENT TIME OF MONTHLY MEETINGS

On the proposal of Councillor Colm Murray, seconded by Councillor Mark Casey, the 
members unanimously approved the amendment of Longford County Council’s Standing 
Orders for commencement time of 4pm for the monthly meetings. 

PLANNING AND PROJECT DELIVERY

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications received since last meeting of the Council were noted.

To note adopted Minutes of meeting of Climate Action and Planning Strategic Policy  
Committee held on the 20 April 2022 – as circulated

The adopted Minutes of Climate Action and Planning Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 20 April 2022, as circulated, were noted.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Paul Ross and seconded by Councillor Colin Dalton

That Longford County Council put a budget in place to maintain our existing trails and greenways and engage with other state agencies to see if they can help with the maintenance of these walks to ensure they are safe to walk on. 

Response

Longford County Council have constructed in excess of 90km walking and cycling trails throughout the county in recent years.  The extent of these trails various from short local trails to Regional Strategic Greenways e.g., the Royal Canal Greenway and the Mid Shannon Wilderness Park Greenway. Longford County Council are engaging with the relevant state agencies with regard to the ongoing operation and maintenance of these trails with a particular focus on the Regional Strategic Greenways. Depending on the outcome of this engagement consideration will be given by Longford County Council in the preparation of the 2023 budget to the provision of a limited amount of funding towards the maintenance of these trails.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Colin Dalton and seconded by Councillor Paul Ross

I call on Longford County Council to look into providing funding for the maintenance of our walkways in the county.

Response

Longford County Council have constructed in excess of 90km walking and cycling trails throughout the county in recent years.  The extent of these trails various from short local trails to Regional Strategic Greenways e.g., the Royal Canal Greenway and the Mid Shannon Wilderness Park Greenway. Longford County Council are engaging with the relevant state agencies with regard to the ongoing operation and maintenance of these trails with a particular focus on the Regional Strategic Greenways. Depending on the outcome of this engagement consideration will be given by Longford County Council in the preparation of the 2023 budget to the provision of a limited amount of funding towards the maintenance of these trails.

[bookmark: _Hlk113434323]The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Seamus Butler and seconded by Councillor Mick Cahill

That Longford County Council should consider levies on zoned unused sites and derelict buildings in the forthcoming 2023 budget process.

Response

The Residential Zoned Land Tax was announced in Budget 2022 and comes into effect in 2024. The principal purpose of the residential zoned development land tax is to encourage the timely activation of zoned and serviced residential development land for housing, rather than to raise revenue. Local Authorities are required to map the relevant areas. This involves mapping all existing residential areas as well as new residential areas (as per the County Development Plan) and also vacant and idle sites in the town core.
Both the Vacant Site Levy and the Residential Zoned Land Tax are measures to activate land and planning permission for development. Both measures encourage the development or redevelopment of zoned land. Local authorities have undertaken significant work to investigate and place identified land on the vacant site register. The Residential Zoned Land Tax has a wider scope, with an aim to encourage all zoned and serviced land which meets the criteria to be brought forward for development over the short to medium term. The tax measure will over the coming years replace the Vacant Site Levy, the legislative provisions for which will be repealed

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Mark Casey and seconded by Councillor Colm Murray

Under Standing Order 28 Councillor Mark Casey proposed that the word “from” be inserted and remove the word “for”, Councillor Colm Murray seconded this proposal.

That this council provides the members with a full break down of events surrounding the 
purchase of property for the former Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment.

Response

The four-bedroom house at 26 Ash Lawns, Clonbalt Woods, Longford was advertised for sale for €169,000 on the open market by a local auctioneer in 2019. The house was independently valued at €163,000. Longford County Council purchased the house through the auctioneer for a price of €163,000 in August 2019. The house was in a good condition and Longford County Council was satisfied at the time that the purchase represented value for money.

Only at the contract signing stage did Longford County Council become aware that the owner of the house was Deputy Robert Troy. 

It is Longford County Council’s policy to bring purchased property up to an appropriate standard that improves the energy efficiency of the property and eliminates the need for expensive piecemeal maintenance following the letting of the property. 
Following a technical inspection of 26 Ash Lawns a detailed scope of works and bill of quantities was prepared by Longford County Council’s technical team. This was then tendered by Longford County Council’s Maintenance Framework contractors, and the successful contractor was appointed to carry out the works in the summer of 2020. 

The works were completed by October 2020 at a total cost of €43,760 and the house was subsequently let. The cost of the purchase of the house and the additional works was subsequently recouped from the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.

The works involved replacing existing windows, doors and soffits, improving the heating system, replacing bathroom floors with non-slip tiles, replacing kitchen units and boundary treatment. At the time of purchase Longford County Council was aware that, while the house purchased was in a good condition, additional works were needed to bring the house up to an appropriate standard for the next 20 years.

The property is currently valued at approximately €215,000 to €235,000. A similar house in the same estate is currently for sale at €247,500.
[bookmark: _Hlk114561158]
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Mark Casey and seconded by Councillor Colm Murray

I propose that a full report of the regeneration projects be given to the members along 
with the costs of these projects and their locations.

Response

All Elected members will be invited to future Regeneration Committee Meetings. The next Regeneration Committee Meeting is scheduled for the 30 of September, the information requested will be provided to all members at this meeting. 
The members unanimously agreed that this motion be forwarded to the Regeneration 
Team in order for them to have this information available for the meeting on the 27 
September.

INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSING AND INNOVATION

To note adopted Minutes of meeting of Strategic Infrastructure Strategic Policy  
Committee held on the 21 April 2022 – as circulated.

[bookmark: _Hlk114048924]The adopted Minutes of Strategic Infrastructure Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 21 April 2022, as circulated, were noted.

Item referred from Strategic Infrastructure Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held 
on the 21 July 2022 - To approve amendment to Columbarium Wall Policy – as circulated.

On the proposal of Councillor Colm Murray, seconded by Councillor Uruemu Adejinmi, the members unanimously adopted the Columbarium Wall Policy as circulated.



The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Uruemu Adejinmi and seconded by Councillor Mark Casey

I call on Longford County Council to make available longer disabled parking spaces as well as overhead signs. This will enable buses carrying wheelchair users fit in these parking spaces and overhead signs will provide added visibility to help ensure the parking spaces are reserved for people who need them.

Response

Disabled Parking spaces are described in the traffic signs manual. Disabled Parking spaces should by 7m in length. In Longford Town, the council have tried to locate disabled spaces adjacent to entrances/gateways in order to maximise the space available. If there is an issue with specific spaces this can be reviewed by the Area Staff.  A blanket increasing of the length of disabled spaces beyond the Traffic Signs manual is not recommended as this would eliminate adjacent parking spaces.

In respect of visibility, all disabled spaces have a blue coloured surface so they are easily identified. Where signs are not in place this can be addressed by the areas.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Seamus Butler and seconded by Councillor Mick Cahill

That Longford County Council request’s Transport Infrastructure Ireland to explain the extraordinary and unacceptable delay in publishing the preferred route for the N4 dual 
carriageway between Mullingar and the Leitrim border.

Response

Westmeath County Council is working in partnership with Longford County Council and in association with Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), to develop a scheme along a section of the N4 between Mullingar and Longford (Roosky).
At the end of 2021 Westmeath County Council was advised of its 2022 grant allocation and that no funding was available for the N4 Mullingar to Longford (Roosky) Project leaving the project suspended. As a result, the consultants employed on the Scheme did not carry out any further work on the project and their team was reassigned. 
On the 15 March 2022 TII advised of a change to the 2022 grant allocations in respect of this project. TII advised that an allocation would be provided to allow for the completion of the Option Selection process for the project. 
The Consultants recommenced work on the project on April 19. It was necessary to take into account recent Government policy changes such as the National Investment Framework for Transport in Ireland (NIFTI) that was launched before Christmas and review the draft option selection report having particular regard to Investment Priorities, Modal Hierarchy and Intervention Hierarchy. The suspension together with the necessary reviews has impacted on the Programme with the decision on the Route Selection Process now likely to be determined in Quarter 4 2022.
FINANCE AND IT

To note adopted Minutes of meeting of Governance Strategic Policy Committee held on the 26 April 2022 – as circulated

The adopted Minutes of the Governance Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 26 April 2022, as circulated, were noted.

Item referred from Governance Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held 
on the 19 July 2022 – Consideration of Training and Development Programme for Elected Members 2022– as circulated

On the proposal of Councillor Colm Murray, seconded by Councillor Paraic Brady, the members unanimously adopted the Training and Development Programme for Elected Members 2022 as circulated.

To consider the Local Property Tax Variation in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 20 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended)

Acting Head of Finance, Fema Flanagan briefed the members on the Local Property Tax Variation and responded to questions raised:

· There will be no change in LPT rates for Longford LPT payers for 2023 & 2024, the Local Adjustment factor will remain at + 15%
· Longford County Council first introduced the +15% Variation effective 2019.  In the years since then, numerous local authorities around the country have followed suit, with twelve Local Authorities applying a +15% variation in 2021.
· These funds generated from this Local Adjustment Factor are used to fund Regeneration/Capital Project loans, with projects being implemented countywide.

On the proposal of Councillor Colm Murray, seconded by Councillor Seamus Butler 
the Local Property Tax Variation in accordance with the provisions of Section 20 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 as amended was unanimously adopted by the members for the following years 2023/2024.

To approve the raising of a loan of €2,880,000 from the Housing Finance Agency to 
finance approved Local Authority Housing Loan applications, as authorised by the 
Housing Acts – as circulated

On the proposal of Councillor Paul Ross, seconded by Councillor Pat O’Toole the members unanimously approved the Loan funding of €2,880,000 from the Housing Finance Agency to finance approved Local Authority Housing Loan applications, as authorised by the Housing Acts – as circulated.



GENERAL

[bookmark: _Hlk106712274]The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Paul Ross and seconded by Councillor Mark Casey-        

That Longford County Council call on the Minister for Education to extend the free school transport scheme to those who travel on private buses to attend school. 

Response

The members unanimously agreed to write to the Minister for Education.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Mark Casey and seconded by Councillor Garry Murtagh -        

That this council contacts the Minster for Education seeking addition transport for the secondary schools around Longford and put practical bus routes in place.  

Response

The members unanimously agreed to write to the Minister for Education and Bus Eireann.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Paul Ross and seconded by Councillor Mark Casey-        

That Longford County Council call on the Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications Eamonn Ryan to recommission the power stations at Lanesboro and Shannonbridge with immediate effect to protect Ireland from the unprecedented energy crisis that is predicted in the coming months and protect businesses and residents from energy blackouts and try to curb out of control electricity prices.

Response

The members unanimously agreed to write to the Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications.



CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence dated 26 July 2022 received from Minister of State for Housing Re Notice of 
Motion from Councillor Garry Murtagh on Housing Adaptation Grants – as circulated was 
noted.

Correspondence dated 11 July 2022 received from Minister for Finance Re Notice of Motion 
[bookmark: _Hlk114049841]from Councillor Paul Ross on the removal of VAT on AED Defibrillator Devices – as 
circulated was noted.

Correspondence dated 15 July 2022 received from Minister for Agriculture Re Notice of 
Motion from Councillor Paraic Brady on the exporting of Irish pigs to China – as 
circulated was noted.
  
Correspondence dated 26 July 2022 received from Minister for Finance Re Notice of Motion 
from Councillor Garry Murtagh on a three tier VAT rate – as circulated was noted.

Correspondence dated 26 July 2022 received from Minister of Health Re Notice of Motion 
from Councillor Paul Ross on the Tobacco and Nicotine Inhaling Products Bill – as 
circulated was noted.
 
Correspondence dated 26 July 2022 received from Iarnród Éireann Re Notice of Motion from
Councillor Peggy Nolan on the continued service of Longford train station – as 
circulated was noted.

Councillor Peggy Nolan proposed that Longford County Council write to Iarnród Éireann and invite Barry Kenny to a meeting of Longford County Council to address the services at Longford Train Station, Councillor Garry Murtagh seconded this proposal.

Correspondence dated 27 July 2022 received from the Minister for Transport Re Notice of 
Motion from Councillor Paul Ross on the reinstatement of NLDS walk-in service – as 
circulated was noted.

Correspondence dated 25 August 2022 received from the Minister for Social Protection Re 
Notice of Motion from Councillor Uruemu Adejinmi on the Extension of Back-to-School 
Clothing and Footwear Scheme – as circulated was noted.
 
Correspondence dated 2 August 2022 received from the Farrell Clan Committee - as 
circulated was noted.

TRAINING

Report from the Corporate Policy Group on training was noted.

Councillor Peggy Nolan proposed, and Councillor Mark Casey seconded that any other business be added to the agenda going forward. Cathaoirleach Councillor Turlough Mc Govern proposed that this would be referred to the Protocols and Procedure Committee and Councillor Mick Cahill seconded the proposal.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

                    
Signed: _______________________
              Ann Marie Mc Keon
              Meetings Administrator.


Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 12 October 2022.
 
                   
Signed: _______________
             Cathaoirleach.
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